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00:01 
CD Let's hear your take on it. 


JR Ok, because Il tell you why, there’s not going to be two 
versions that’s going to be alike, there’s not gonna be two 
versions that will be alike. 


00:07 
CD That's fine 


JR So if your ready I’ll tell you my version. 

00:10 

CD Td love to hear your version. Where do you, where’d you get 
your accent from? 

JR = Idon’t have an accent. 


CD Ok then. (laughs) New Jersey. Boston? 


JR How can, I was nine years old how can, how can it still show up 
huh? How can it still show up? 


CD I don’t know, are you Italian? 
JR Nope. 
CD Ok. With a name like Rogo? 


00:35 
JR Yeah but that’s not my original name. 


CD Whatis it? 
JR The original name was Rogovsky, r-o-g-o-v-s-k-y. When, in the 


navy, I had it changed to Rogo. I went through school with Rogo 
and everything else, but in the navy I have to use the Rogovsky 


name. So, it was changed while I was in service. But since 
though, 01:00) actually speaking both my parents are Russian, 
but I’m no more Russian than you are. (laughs). 

01:10 

(waiting for plane) 


CD What were some of the rumors you heard that night? 


JR Oh! That they landed on the other island. That there ready, that 
there’s an invasion form, invasion force that’s coming aboard 
and they’re going to be hear pretty soon. So those are the types 
of rumors you hear, I guess everybody said the same thing. 


03:50 
Crew Member There was a car through that one. 


CD K.I think we'll take it though. 


03:57 


CD Um, what do you think the lesson of Pearl Harbor is for us 
today? 

JR Wel, that would be on alert. They have an up-to-date military 
force and I say the lesson we learn from everything else is that 
uh, we’re uh, I don’t, I’m trying to figure the word I want to say 
... When I think of the OSS and the CIA, INTEL. I think that our 
intelligence should be much better than, then what it was then, 
and I think there should be far more corroporation between the 
various military forces of the United States and corroporation in 
the military intelligence. 

04:49 

CD Have you been back to the memorial? 

JR Yes sir. I was back there on the 60... 65" uh, I took my whole 
family back to the memorial. 

05:04 

CD When you out on that memorial standing over the decks of the 
Arizona what goes through your mind? 

JR  Icried ... the thoughts come back, and they become very visit, 
visit, vivid in your mind. I showed them everyplace, everywhere 
‘cause we took the tour of Ford Island where they’re building 
the new aviation museum, I showed them the barracks, I 
showed them where in the water where I picked up the body, so 
I was very open with my family ... But it does bring back 
memories. 

05:47 

CD Did you know any, when you go into that far room, see the 
names on the wall, did you recognize anybody? 

JR No, because that was aboard the Arizona and I didn’t know 
anybody on the Arizona. All I knew was the buddy on Ford 
Island. Incidentally with all the casualties we had, Ford Island 
itself only had one casualty. Remarkable. 

06:14 

CD Did you know that person? 

JR No, because he was at the seaplane hanger where it took place. 


I might have seen him, but you, you, basically, you only know 
your buddies you work with in the supply department and other 
people, but you don’t know people by names, sometimes you 


don’t know them by their real name, because everybody is 
referred to by their last name. I was always referred to as Rogy, 
“Hey Rogy. Oh Rogy” you know. 


06:45 


CD 


JR 


There’s one and a half million people a year who go to that site 
and go out to that memorial to pay their respects, for someone 
who was there that day, lived through it, what would you say to 
them as they (07:00) try to gleam some meaning out of that 
site? Hold on Jack ... ok. 


I don’t know really, everybody has their own particular version 
of what it means to ‘em and ‘cause you also have Japanese 
visitors that go over to the memorial site. What is the meaning 
to them because, if, if what, what they say is true they 
themselves are not given the true picture of history in their own 
education. So uh, basically uh, I think everybody has to form 
their own particular opinion. And remember a lot of those 
people who do visit the site did have family members that was at 
Pearl Harbor, and again, I told you, Pearl Harbor encompassed 
an awful lot of area besides Pearl Harbor (08:00) itself, because 
you had your various army airfields, and the various navy bases, 
air force, navy, naval air stations, it was outlying the area, so 
everybody has their own particular point of view and how they 
see it and how they interpret it. 


08:20 
CD Hold on for one second for that jet taking off. 


08:33 
CD Jack if we could just double back and you could talk about... 


Crew Member Hold on. 


09:00 
CD You were talking about people’s perspective and to remind them 


JR 


that the entire island was hit, could you make that point again? 


Well, everybody has their own particular perspective when they 
go there. When you have visitors, you have visitors from Japan 
which, in their history books don’t give quite the version that we 
know, the, also the people have relatives that was in, that was 
involved with the bombing of Pearl Harbor, but you can’t escape 
the fact that Pearl Harbor encompassed an awful lot of areas of 
the Hawaiian Islands, which included the army air force base of 
Wheeler and Hickum and the naval bases of Kanioui Bay and 


Barbarous Point, so everybody will have, their own particular 
reflection when they see these things and how they interpret it 
this incident, that’s (10:00) in their own particular mind. And 
remember, now because, this December will be 67 years, we’re 
going into many different generations, because I gave a, 
version, I started with the cub scouts and then she asked me if 
uh, she could bring in the boy scouts, and then she said, did you 
mind if she brought her husband because he wanted to hear it 
too, and I said the more the merrier, so you realize that when 
you are giving it to the kids that’s even, beyond their parents, 
then it’s a um, like I said it’s a historic day. And, let, let it 
remain as a historic day, but I think one thing that, the 
memorial, will instill (11:00) in people that unfortunately they 
don’t quite have it today is pat, patri, patriotism. Because at that 
time everyone was patriotic, and everybody stood together, we 
will not go into it about today, just my point of view. 


11:25 


CD 


What do you think, December 7" has been called a day of 
infamy. 


JR = Yes by Theodore Roosevelt. 

CD Franklin, but... 

JR Franklin Roosevelt, what that hells the matter with me? I’m 
going to be on that. (laughs) 

CD Been called a day of infamy, how do you think we should 
remember that day today? 

11:45 

JR World War II went from December the 7“ 1941 to August of 
1945, in that time we had the battles of Guatal Canal, Iwo Jima, 
November the 20", 1943 was Terowa, and you had all of those 
things were memorial, historic events in our history, how you 
put Pearl Harbor, December 7“ day of infamy in perspective is 
because it was the onset of World War II. And uh, that’s how it 
has to be remembered. 

12:46 

CD Thank you very much. Is there anything I haven’t asked you that 


JR 


you think is important to the story, that I’ve just overlooked that 
you want to share? 


I think you’ve covered it pretty well because I can’t answer that 


without looking at (12:00) my notes and the paper will rustle. 
(laughs) 


CD Jack thank you so much for your time today, and thank you for 
sharing your story, we appreciate it. 


JR Ok, I hope its worth while now. 

CD [I think it is. 

JR Ok, thank you. 

13:19 

CD Before you go, what we’re going to do, is something we call 


room tone. 


13:55 
(room tone + portraits) 


19:56 
End. 


